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Methodical Discipleship

OWel come to year threed, is what | have be
church. Sunday, Jub/ ®ill mark the beginning of my third year hear at EImwood West UMC as the pe
And it is also a beginning of i1its own, sort

If you read a lot about church life cycles, growth, death and trends then you are probably alres
aware of the usual stages of a church life with a new pastor. The first year is the honeymoon stage
pastor and the congregation get to know each other. The second year (and possibly the third year) |
brings about turmoil as old and new ideas come together in conflict as they try to learn to live togeth
forge a way into the future. Year three is a transitional year where the congregation decides whethel
where the pastor is leading, or not. Years 4 through 7 tend to be growth years as the church has fou
ing and embraces the mission that the pastor and congregation have set forth together. Years 8 thrc
either be a continuation of the vision-evalwation. Stagnation or growth becomes a choice.

We are on the cusp of setting the vision f
grow) for the next decade. What do you want to see happening here? What are you willing to be in
To teach? We will have a Administrative Board meeting on Sut@da therit®urage everyone to
write down their ideas, plans, hopes and prayers for this church. Also, | am planning out scriptures a
for the next two years; what topics, scriptures and histories would you like me to cover? No one pers
congregation by themselves, OFor where two ol
18:20) 6.

Active Peace,

Rev. Dare Stevens
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Sunday, July 9

Our church historian, LeNell
Turner is planning a special servi g
on Sunday, July 9, focusing on th ¥
history of EImwood West. She
will have stories and remembrancy
to share.
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From 46 in the afternoon there
will be reception in the Fellowshig
Hall. There will be refreshments,
pictures from the history of our
church and a time to visit with
friends, new and old.
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Splish 7
Splash Day
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1 John-2:1

My dear children, | write this to you soBhatfypu
anybody does sin, we have an advesaie Ghitpsthe F
the Righteoude€lrdhe atoning sacrifice for oyr sins,
for ours but also for the sins of the whole wayld.
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