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Living, Loving, and Serving   

Methodical Discipleship 

Why do we have to worry about what is the next new thing? Why are we changing? Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow, so why 

don’t I recognize my church? We’re friendly, so whose fault is it that visitors are not staying? This month and next month we will look at theses 

questions 

 Mark 3:  Jesus went into the synagogue again and noticed a man with a deformed hand.  Since it was the Sabbath, Jesus’ enemies 

watched him closely. If he healed the man’s hand, they planned to accuse him of working on the Sabbath.  Jesus said to the man with the de-

formed hand, “Come and stand in front of everyone.”   Then he turned to his critics and asked, “Does the law permit good deeds on the Sabbath, 

or is it a day for doing evil? Is this a day to save life or to destroy it?” But they wouldn’t answer him. He looked around at them angrily and was 

deeply saddened by their hard hearts. Then he said to the man, “Hold out your hand.” So the man held out his hand, and it was restored!  At once 

the Pharisees went away and met with the supporters of Herod to plot how to kill Jesus. 

 The Pharisees had the best interest of the church at heart. They wanted to make sure that everyone stayed faithful to the law, the He-

brew scriptures, and God.  They did not realize that what they were doing was holding people back. Jesus came to remind us that God is all 

about loving people, not about measuring people’s piety, politics, or appearance of the tabernacle. If we, as disciples, love, honor, and obey God, 

then all that is Good will flow from the Holy Spirit into our community. 

 The church universal is not the same as it was two thousand years ago. Those first century Christians sang the Psalms from the Hebrew 

scriptures. Can you imagine their horror when people started writing songs about Jesus? Why weren’t the Psalms good enough for these new 

believers? The Psalms had been good enough for previous generations? Absolute blasphemy! And you have this repeat through the genera-

tions of the church. How dare Mozart and Handle not compose only chants for the faithful. This music that requires instruments is a burden and 

distraction for the church.  Every few years, down through the centuries people don’t like change.  

 The reformation was all about change in the orthodox system. But change in the church goes back to the newly formed church grow-

ing amidst the persecution from Rome, where communion and baptism had to be done in secret. To the corruption and defining of the church as 

State by Emperor Constantine beginning in 313 CE (common era) where the Edict of Milan gave religious tolerance to Christians, thus ending 

the Roman Persecution (generally speaking). Then, to his deathbed baptism and conversion (he ruled as a pagan,  but gave deference to Chris-

tians during his lifetime). He called the Council of Nicaea, in 325, together to unify the fractured groups (what would appear to us as denomi-

national churches) of early believers to define what the church believed, and what we would call heresy. 

 Later when schism split the Holy Roman Empire change came as East and West claimed the right to speak for God. Revolution came 

when Gutenberg invented the printing press and individuals would be able to own copies of the scriptures. When King James wanted to wrest 

control of Christians in England from the Roman Catholic church he commissioned the King James Version of the Bible, which does have tex-

tual errors in it. When the church failed to stand up for basic human rights prior to the civil war, change came. When children needed protec-

tion and education during the industrial revolution, change came to the church in the form of Sunday School classes. 

 God brings change and challenges the status quo through Christ Jesus. You, as a disciple, are called to challenge the establishment, 

whether it be neighbors, governments, or even the church when there is the needs of the least, the last, and the lost to minister to in our commu-

nities. Church is the people, we minister to; whose world will you change today in the name of Jesus Christ? 

             Active peace, 

            Rev. Dare Stevens 
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1 Peter 5:6  

Humble yourselves, therefore, under Godõs mighty 

hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 

DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ  

On Monday, August 13 at 6:30, we will have a 

meeting to look at where our church is now and 

what the future hold for EWUMC.  Everyone is invited to attend 

and share their visions and idea.   

C!Lw .hh¢I нлму 
It is time again for the West Texas Fair and Rodeo.  The fair will 

run from Thursday, September 6  through Saturday, September 

15.  This will be our last year in the old booth.  Next year we will 

have a shiny new booth. 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ CŀƛǊ .ƻƻǘƘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ aŜŜǝƴƎ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мп ŀǘ сΥолΦ  9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 

ƛǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘΦ 

Remember that the fair booth is a great contributor to the churchΩs non budgeted needs. 

The last 2 years we have used proceeds from the fair booth to replace the  2  air condi-

tioners in the classrooms and paid half the expense of the new air conditioners in the 

gym. 

Staffing the booth is always a challenge.  Please remember how important the fair booth 

is to EWUMC when you are called and ask to work in the booth. 
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/ƻƳŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŀǎ 

ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 

ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ 

ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊŀπ

ŎƭŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ 

VBS will be Monday, Au-

gust 6 through Friday 

August 10.  Sharon is 

looking for teachers and 

helpers.  She is also in 

need of gallon milk/

water jugs. 

If you would like to help 

provide food for the 

worker, please contact 

Peggy Kirkpatrick.   

 

¢ƘŜ WŜǎǳǎ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǝƻƴ 

9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aƛǊŀŎƭŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ 

{ƛǘŜ м   !ƴǘŀǊŎǝŎ 

Paralyzed Man    Mark 2:1-12 

Theme: Jesus is Savoir. 

{ƛǘŜ н 9ƎȅǇǝŀƴ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ 

JairusΩs Daughter    Luke 8:41-42, 49-56 

Theme: Jesus have power over death. 

{ƛǘŜ о   ¢ƘŜ .ǊŀȊƛƭƛŀƴ WǳƴƎƭŜ 

Ten Lepers    Luke 17:11-19 

Theme: Jesus deserves our thanks. 

{ƛǘŜ п   aƻǳƴǘ 9ǾŜǊŜǎǘ 

 Bartimaeus    Mark 10:46-52 

Theme: Jesus rewards persistence. 

{ƛǘŜ р    tŀŎƛŬŎ hŎŜŀƴ 

Coins in the FishΩs Mouth    Matthew 

17:24-27 

Theme: Jesus is our provider. 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ п will be a VBS 

work day. Sharon and James will be 

here from мл-н setting up scenes and 

decorating classrooms.  Everyone is in-

vited to help.  If teachers would like to 

visit with Sharon before VBS, this 

would be a great opportunity. 



Opportunities for  

Fellowship  

Sunday School  

Prayer Group  

Sunday Morning Service  

Youth and Children Activities  

Choir  

Wednesday Fellowship  Meal  

Monthly Potluck and Bunco  

Family Ministry Events  

Wednesday Evening Creative 

Club  

 Wednesday Evening Bible 
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Five am, Sunday, July 29 and mostly awake! 

On their way to serve God at the UMCOR de-

pot (United Methodist Committee on Relief) 

in Baldwin, Louisiana. Please give your prayers 

for a great mission trip.  

Melissa is posting updates on The Elmwood 

West Facebook page. 

 

Okra picking seemed to be the thing to do on 

day one. 

Meetings in  August  
  

aŜŜǝƴƎ ƻŦ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ  

Monday, August 13 6:30 

CŀƛǊ .ƻƻǘƘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 

Tuesday, August 14 6:30 

¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ  

Wednesday, August 15 6:15 
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CPR Training 
Elmwood West Family Ministry is 

sponsoring a CPR Training on Sat-

urday, August 11 at 5:30.  This 

training will be at the Texas Tech 

Abilene Campus at 1674 Pine St.  

The cost for this training is $50 

and it is open to all ages a long as 

they can physically perform the 

necessary tasks.  

This will cover adult, child and in-

fant first aid, AED use and chok-

ing. It is certified through the 

American Heart Association. Any-

one wanting to sign up will need to 

call 325-696-0573 to register. 

School Supplies for  

Reagan Elementary 

Joan and Elmon will be heading 

up the school supply drive 

again this year.  They will 

meet with the counselor at 

Reagan soon to determine 

what supplies are most needed.  

As soon as we have a list, we 

will put it in the bulletin and 

send out an email. 

Reagan is always appreciative 

our support. 

!ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ DŜƻũǊƻȅ  

Geoffrey has hired as the Middle School band director and assistant High 

School band director at Merkel.  He is very excited about this opportunity. 

Choir will start on Tuesday, August 21 at 6:15.  We will be having choir on Tues-

day this fall to allow choir members to participate in Wednesday evening Bible 

Study. 



Memorials and Honorariums:  
In Memory of Frances Howe 
 By Helen Kisner, CB and Jeanne 

  Hester, Eleanor Patton, Larry and 

  Peggy Penick, Ralph and Barb  

  Yeary and Heather 

In Memory of Pat Potter 
 By Johna and Mary Hewitt,  

 Louise Hatcher, Peggy Jackson, 

 Mac and Evelyn McCarthy, 

 Shirley Stephenson, Sam and  

 Peggy Kirkpatrick, 

In Memory of Sherry Gault 
 By Peggy an Sam Kirkpatrick 

July 1   

Sunday School  41 Service 71 

Budget $7,256 Special Projects $170 

July 8    

Sunday School 33 Service 64 

Budget $2,230 Special Projects $50 

July15    

Sunday School 47 Service 62 

Budget $3,550 Special Projects $95 

July 22    

Sunday School 61 Service 65 

Budget $3,533 Special Projects $50 

July 29    

Sunday School 61 Service 49 

Budget $1,599 Special Project $105 
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Prayer Request 

#ÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ 0ÒÁÙÅÒÓ ÆÏÒȡ 

/ÕÒ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÍÅÅÔÓ ÏÎ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙÓ ÁÔ υȡχτ 0-Ȣ  
9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ  ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÅÍÁÉÌ  ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÓ ÔÏȡ 

ÁÂÉÌÅÎÅÓÓͽÓÕÄÄÅÎÌÉÎËȢÎÅÔ  ÏÒ  

ÄÁÒÅͽÅÌÍ×ÏÏÄ×ÅÓÔÕÍÃȢÃÏÍ   

    Mary Hewitt      Lena Moore 

    John Hewitt     Dorris Roberts               

Jo Ann McRae        Shirley Davila             

         Sid Harp     Mary Steed               

  Pam Redman       Joe Stephenson            

    Dorothy Lee        Joe Mack Howard     

   Diana Jones         Esther Redman 
 

Attendance and Giving  

       

 

 
Geoffrey Driggers 8/3 
Jannie Rodgers 8/11 
Wanda Sanders 8/11 

John Hewitt 8/13 
Joshua Mayor 8/16 
Lee Jackson 8/17 
Joan Salem 8/18 

Devin Contreras 8/19 
Teresa Strebeck 8/22 
Grace Howard 8/23 

Jane Weckwerth 8/24 
Aliece Porterfield 8/25 

Steve Butman 8/29 
Pat Webb 8/30 



August 2018 
 Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 
5:30 Meal 

6:15 Children 

6:15 Creative  

         Club   

6:15 Bible Study 

 

2 

 

3 4 
7:30 Breakfast      

    Flipping Egg 

5 
9:00 Sunday 

     School 

10:00 Worship 

 

 

6 
 

7 
1:30 Prayer   

         Group 

 

 

 

 

8 
 

9 
 

 

10  
 

11  
7:30 Breakfast      

    Flipping Egg 

 

 

 

12  
9:00 Sunday 

     School 

10:00 Worship 

5:00 Youth to 

       MiniGolf 

 

13  
6:30 Meeting of 

   Congregation 

 

14  
1:30 Prayer   

     Group 

 

15  

5:30 Meal 

6:15Children 

6:15 Youth  

6:15 Creative  

         Club   

6:15 Bible Study 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
7:30 Breakfast      

    Flipping Egg 

 

 

19  
9:00 Sunday 

     School 

10:00 Worship 

11:00 Staff  

     Meeting 

 

 
 

20  
 

 

 

 
 

21  
1:30 Prayer   

     Group 

6:15 Choir Starts 

 

 
 

22  
5:30 Meal 

6:15 Children 

6:15 Youth  

6:15 Creative  

         Club   

6:15 Bible Study 

 

23  
        

 

24  
 

25  
7:30 Breakfast      

    Flipping Egg 

 

 

26  
9:00 Sunday 

     School 

10:00 Worship 

 
 

27  
 

28  
1:30 Prayer   

     Group 

6:15 Choir  

     Practice 

29  
5:30 Meal 

6:15 Children 

6:15 Youth  

6:15 Creative  

         Club   

6:15 Bible Study 

 

30  31   
 

     

±ŀŎŀǝƻƴ .ƛōƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

¢ƘŜ WŜǎǳǎ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǝƻƴ 

¸ƻǳǘƘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ¢ǊƛǇ 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

%75-# 02!9%2 #!,%.$!2 
!ÕÇÕÓÔ ςπρψ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

SING 

 

PRAISE 

 

SING  
P  

R 

A 

  I S E 

1   Pray for 

those working in 

the heat, travel-

ing, getting 

ready to go back 

or start school.  

2   

Keep the youth 

and leaders safe 

on their Mission 

Trip.   

3  

Pray for visitors 

in our church to 

feel welcome  

4  how are 

you helping 

in V B S  

5  

!ƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘ 

ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ 

!Ŏǘǎ мΥмп 

6   

Pray for the 

workers and 

kids attending 

VBS 

7  

Keep everyone 

safe and kind 

and patience 

during VBS 

8  

Lord, help us to 

let tomorrow 

worry about 

itself; today, live 

& love 

9 

Thank You, God 

the  inspiration 

we receive from 

Your smallest 

teachers.  

10 

In the LordΩs 

shade I can find 

my shelter.  

11 

No act of serv-

ing God is ever 

wasted 

 

мн DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ 

ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ 

ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǎƘƻǿƴΦ  

  

IŜōǊŜǿǎ сΥмл 

13   

Today Lord, I 

will revel in the 

mystery of Your 

creation.  

14 

Loving God, 

open our eyes 

to the treasures 

each day brings.  

15  Lord, the 

sound of laugh-

ter here give me 

a taste of the joy 

I will experience 

there.   

16   how will I 

show GodΩs 

powerful  love 

to others today? 

17  

Today  

Pray for 

   A  

Friend  

18  

 Even in my 

times of deepest 

doubt, God is 

present.  

мф άL ǘƘŀƴƪ DƻŘΦΦ 

Φ Φŀǎ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ 

Řŀȅ L Ŏƻƴπ

ǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǊŜπ

ƳŜƳōŜǊ ȅƻǳ 

ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΦ 

н ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ мΥо  

20  Be with 

students and 

teachers return-

ing to school 

and Lord, bless 

them.   

21   Lord pro-

tect all those 

who serve and 

protect us.   

22  Dear Lord, 

help us to remem-

ber that you offer 

the peace and 

comfort we need 

to get through 

lifeΩs trials.  

23  Help me to 

remember, Dear 

Lord, that what-

ever the task, I 

can do it with 

You.  

24   

Pray for peace 

in our homes, 

our country, our 

world and our 

hearts.  

25  

Our friends are 

beautiful gifts 

from God.    

Take care of 

them.  

26   WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ 

ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ 

ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ 

άtŜŀŎŜ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

ȅƻǳΦέ  WƻƘƴ нлΥмф 

27  ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƎƻŜǎ 

ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΤ IŜ 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ IŜ 

ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ Ŧŀƛƭ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ 

ŦƻǊǎŀƪŜ ȅƻǳΦ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ 

ŦŜŀǊ ƻǊ ōŜ ŘƛǎƳŀȅŜŘΦ 

ά 

28    ά{ƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΦ 

tǊŀŎǝŎŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛπ

ǘȅΦ  wƻƳŀƴǎ мнΤмо 

нф άL ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴπ

ǎǘǊǳŎǘ ȅƻǳ 

ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘ 

ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ 

ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƎƻΦ  

tǎŀƭƳ онΥу 

30  Lord, please 

strengthen me 

for the work 

You are calling 

me to do.   

31   Father, You 

always surround 

us by Your pro-

tective power.  

And  all 

the peo-

ple   

Said: 

AMEN 


